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are they which have continued with me in my Temptations ; "0 
and I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Father bath ap. 1 
pointed unto me. Luke 22. 28, 29. 1 = 
pfirming the Souls of the Diſciples; and exhorting them to * 
en inue in the Faith, and that we muſtthrough much Tri- * 
lulat ion, enter into the King dom of God, Acts 14. 22. 4 
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Cauſa, non Pœna, facit Martyrem, Cyprian. 2 
he Fifth Edition, Corrected and Enlarged. _ 


| LOND ON: I —_— 
ed by J. Mayos, at the Sign of the Printing-Preſs, o- 1 
er againſt Mater - Lane, Fleet ſtreet. 1703, And are to | 
de Sold unto ſuck who will receive the Love of theTruth 
bat they might be ſaved, 2 Theſſ. 2. 10. And who will 1 
n ſecrate their Gain unto the Lord, and theirSubſtance un- 5 
vthe Lord of the whole Earth. Micah 4. 13. And to- 1 
ards the outward Labour and Charge of making 
own bis Truth, Ila, 38. 19. | "FEST 
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HE Lord Gad hath given me che Tongue of the 
Learned, that I ſhould know how to ſpeak a word in 


Sea ſon. 1/a. 50. 4. So the following Treatiſe is a Word in 


Sealon, that n proper and ſuitable unto the preſent Generati. 
on. For, as heretofore, ChriftErucihed was to the Fews a F 
Stumbling Block, and rn the Grech Fooliſhneſs: So even! 
now we live in an Age and Cnuntry, wherein the DoArine ; 

the Croſs, aud the Duty of Chriſtian Suffering, hath been ox. 77 
p oded and eſtecmed folly, and thereupon ſo little P, act iſe d, e. ö 
ven byſach as bold ſaitthe Name of Chriſt, bur they b 


denied the Faith Hpich bath ſo came to paſs, becauſe of th 
Tranſgreſſions and contrary doings of Men, who have madeit 
their choice rather to Sin than to Suffer; but notwithſtandiy 
that, yet ffill it i expected from ſuch who are indeed the Mi 
niſters ef Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of Grd 
- He chat hath my Word, let him ſpeak my Word Faith 
fully, whar is the Chaff ro the Wheat, ſaich the Lord 
Fer. 23. 28. Moreoyer it is required in Stewards, the 
a Man be found faithful. 1 Cor. 4. 2. Eſpecially in ſuc 
A Time, when Children are Corrupters, they have foy | 
faken the Lord, they are gone away backward, IIa. 
4. Men People are found very much Corrupt an 
gone aſide from the ſame, | for this would be to ſhew un 

them the Path of Lite: O, that they would walk therein 
| — to teach and afjirm conſtantly the Truth as it 
in ſelus. 


If God, perad venture, will give them Repentance 
the acknowiedging of the Truth; and that they mi 
recover them elves out of rae ſnare of rhe Devil, wi 

ate taken captive by him at his will, 2 Tim, 2. 25, 26. 
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© Mat 13. 20, 21. 

But he that received the Seed into ſtony places, the 
ane is he that heareth the Word, and anon with 12 
\ receriveth it; Vet hath he not Root in himſelf, but 
nM dureth or a while : For when Tribulation or Perſe- 
WH cation ariſeth becauſe of the Word, by and by he is 
WW ended. 23 | 5 


Or as it is in another Evangeliſt, 


Wicrward when Affliction or Perſecution ariſeth for 
e Words ſale, immediately they are offended: 
we Mark 4. 17. | 


15 Ruly, there are but few in theſe days of that 
in mind, who care to go to Heaven that way, 
M That ye may be counted worthy of the King- 

674 dom of God, for which ye alſo ſuffer, 2 Thel. 

aith I. 5. (By the way, It is one thing to be 
rd {idly Wiſe, but another thing ro be wiſe unto Salva» 
ch) But the Opinion of the worldly wiſe, and curward 

1 ſuc erſaippers, yea, and of moft who are called Chriſtians at 
fol day, is, Thar if they only fhall be counted worthy of the 
ſa. Nm of God, no ſuffer for it; or it they muſt enter there- 
an rough much Tribulation: Acts 14. 22. God may keep 
bun Kingdom to himſelf as to them; for they do not care 
reino ro Heaven that way, But it is truly ſaid of ſuch in 
1s ir Book of Fob, which is fulfilled ar this day, and in this 
mntry of ours; Take heed regard not Iniquity : For this 
thou choſen rather than Afliction, Job 36. 21. When 
lee or perceive, or do but apprehend, yea, in moſt 
Ws, talfly ſurngſe, that the Croſs or Perſecution is com- 
upon them ; as when they rook hold of rhe Young 
n by his Cloaths, he left his Cloaths, and fled away 
ted. Even {o now roo many will deny Chriſt, to avoid 
me, che Croſs and Perſecution. (As thedenying of a- 
art of the Word and Commandment of God, is deny- 
of Chrift, inaſmuch as Chriſt is the Word of God, as 
de underſtood from what is Written, In the beginning, 
the Word, and the ä was with God; and the Mord 
4 ve 
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wvas God:-Folm l. +.) Now if any deny Chriſt before Men, or 
refuſes to on or confeſs any part of Gods Word, ſuch an 
one denys Chriſt ; and him will Chriſt deny before his f 
Father which is in Heaven. Truiy and in ſad Earneg MI” 
ſuch People will never be counted worthy of the King 
dom of Ged, for which they do not care, nor will then“ 
fufter, If any are of this mind who ſhall Hear er Read 
theſe Words, I am to declare and make known to ſuch 
Tnat there is ſome what wanting in them, which is ab 
folutely neceſſary to Salvation. I mean, a. willingneſs te 


take up and Submit unto the Crois when we ate in the the 

way of Duty, and of ſerving God, as the hearing of h Ru 

N Word certainly is. Saith Chriſt, He t taketh not I Cri nd 
| aud followeth after me, i not worthy of me. Mar. 10. 300 
And he ſaid to them ail, If any Man will come after ms, |, . el 

11 


Vim deny himſcif, and rake up h Croſs daily and follow m 
Luke 9. 23. So that it is not ſufficient to be a parrakerd 
the Afﬀiittions of the Geſpe: once in our Life time (O 
Soul, conſider this throughly, and act accordingly) M 
the Croſs is to be taken up daih, at all times and throug 
out our Life, if we would indeed follow Feſus in the 
encration , and if we would have our Souls when wed 
be where he is, even in Heaven above. Father, I n 
that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me uber 
m. John 19. 24. And then we ſhould follow him noo”! 
Herein ij our Love made perfett, that we may have bold An 
in the Day of Judgment; becauſe as he , fo are we in 
Mirid. 1 John 4. 17. 15 4 
But the Fearfui and all Liars, ſhall have their part in 
Lale which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone Rev. 21. 
Ilie Fearful and all Liars. That is, ſuch as are affraic 
ſpeak out, and bear Mieneſi unto the Truth. Joh. 18. 17. 
ear of diſpleaſing Men, or of Temporal Inconveniem 
and Puniſhment. And Liars, theſe here meant are ſuc 
diſſemble, prevaricate, and Pervert that which was ri. 
Which will Profit them not. Job 33. 27. at the end 0 
things, ahhough they ger never ſo much thereby in 
ſhort and preſent time: Who ſpeak contrary unto, or ** 
ferent from their ownConſciences,and from theSentimq 
of their own Mind at the very ſame time to pleaſe 


People, and to ſay as they ſay. Which is a fintul and w 


th 


| "Ty, | 
ming, although ir be never ſo much practiſed abroad in 

the World, even by the Religious alſo, to the ſhame and 
ni candal of pure and undefiled Religion. To ſer our Souls 
18 5n order before we die, is to endeavour that there be no- 


lt thing wanting in them. Bur in the Souls of ſuch here ſpo- 


8 en againſt, there is wanting the Spirit of Buldneſs, Truſt 
nd the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of the Lord. 
1. They want that Boldneſs, which we read ſeveral times 
Mm: the 4 of the Apoſtles,was in them, the firſt Preachers 
Vc: che Goſpel, and of choſe who did Aſſemble ro hear 
them. Norwirhftanding rhe Heathen did rage, and the 
Rulersof the Earth did ſer themlelves againſt rhe Lord, 


tans would Obey God, rather then Men, Acts 5. 29. Be 
x therefore very couragious to keep and to do al that 15 writ- 
n in the Law of Meſes, that ye turn not aſide therefrom to the 
Ngbe hand, or to the Left. Joſh. 23. 6. So at this very day, 
Wd in this Country of ours, which is called Chriſtian, 
ur too many Anti- chriſtian Practiſes do abound therein, 
[ay and teſtify, thar People muſt be very Couragious to 


ut they turn not aſide therefrom to the rignt hand, nor 
t to che left; That is, not to one wrong Extream, 
or yet to the other. If they wil indeed fulfill his laſt 
ommandment which he is recorded to have given in 
ommiſſiun unto his Diſciples and Followers, and Com- 
rehenſive of all the reſt- To Preacs unto all Nations, teach- 
7 them to ohſe ve all things whatſoever I hrog commanded 


We Commandments of God and of Chriſt, and not of o- 


Ws is che very Reaſon, by conſenting with the Counſei asd 
ed of chem which is to partake of other Mens 5in-)ind 
their over paſſing the Dee di of the Wicked Jer. 5.28 That 
e Churches have Reſt. and Liberty of ourward Wor- 


44 'p; This is one ching wanting in them Hen thou /a v- 
in 4 Thief. then thou conſented:ſt with him Plal. 50. 8. 
4 or behold there was a Min, nam I Joleph, a Counſellor, 
ntim! He was a good Min, and a juſt, The ſam? had not con- 
aſe ted to ehe Counſel ani Deed of them. Luk. 23. 50, 51- 


1d W 


ither be partaker of other m = Sins, keep thy ſeif pure 
ch | 4 
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ind againſt his Anointed : Yer theApoſtles and firſt Chriſ- 


kep and to do all that is written in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


. Mat. 28. 20. But if People are for keeping ſome of 


hers, as this is the manner and uſage , where, and 


EY 

1 Tim. 5. 22. From all which it may be underſtood, That 
when an unlawful and wrong ching is done in the World 
ſuc h as truly fear Gd, ought not to conſent with the Coun. Ml # 
ſel and Deed of them, nor be partakers of other Mens Sins, Ml * 
Bur ar che laſt Day of Judgmen:,God will nor accept ot 
meerly Acts of ourward WorſhipyterHe hath told us be-! 
fore hand by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who knew all things tc 
Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter in. ſt 
to the Kingdom of Heaven: but he that doth the Will of mM | 
Father which s in Heaven. Mat. 7. 21. Nor yet will God 
accept of a partia/ Obſervation of his Law; for his Eter- “ 
nal Spirit doth reprove and find Fault therewith, There. ©” 
fore have I alſs made you ( Prieſts ) contemptible, and baſe be. N of 
Fore all the People according as ye have not kept my Ways, Bu 
but have been Partial in the Law. Mal. 2. 9. So that this 
will nor be a Religion to the ſaving of the Soul. But: 
long as People are in this ignorant corrupt World, they 
are for keeping ſome of the Commandments of God, and 
neglecting others, the Devil, (who deceiveth the whol 
World, Rev. 12. 9. And deceiveth the Nations, Rev, 20 
3, 8.) Holding all People by one catchur another. And 
to do this, there is not ſo much need of Courage, as 0 
Cunning ; That is, to know and diſcern, which of rheCom 
mandinents of God are fit tor them to obſerve, and which 
to neglect, in order to pleaſe Men, get gain, or ſerve 
worldiy Intereſt ro themſelves. However, ſuch are callec 
or counted iſe in their Generation, Luke 16. 8. Yeti 
the end of Time, and at the Diftriburion and Reſtitution 
of all things, they will be both pronounced, and alſo found 
Fools. And ſo contrariwile it 1s, as hereto fore Chriſt Cru 
cified was tothe Greeks Foaliſhneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 23. So eve 
at this Day, chat Appendix to ir, the thing of Loſs anc 
Inconvenience is reckoned Folly by thoſe who hold tall 
the Name of Chritt, For they ſay of ſuch an one wh 


hath ſabjected himſelf ro loſs, Trouble and Suffering, by balt. 
following the Guidance of God's written Word: ande fo 
col 


the D:Ctares of his own Conſcience, this or that Man is 

Fool in his Religion. Bur themſelves do rather hereby ſneu 

that notwithſtzrdirg they do hold faſt the Name off 

Chrut, yer they have denyed the Faith; for if they hadF* 

but Faich, they would neyer think or talk after that mani. 
| | el thy | ik” 
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ner. That when God promiſes. For your ſhame vu ſhall 
lade double, (that is, double Honour) and for Confuſſon, 
they fhai rejoyce in their Portion: Therefore in their Land 
7 they ſo1ll poſſeſs the Double, everlaſting Foy ſhall be upon 
"HW ben, Iſa. 61. 7. This is roRecompence and makeAmends 
for wharever Loſs, Gricf, or Sorruw they heretofore ſu- 


f ſtained in ſerving of God, and in Obedience to his Word. 
5 And Feſus anſwered and ſaid, verily I ſay unto you, There 


5 js no Man that bath left Houſe or Bret hren, or Siſters or Fa- 
ther, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands for my ſalke, 
and the Goſpels. (New what is for the ſake of the Word 


* of God, is both for Chriſt's fake and alſo for the Goſpcl) 
1 % be ſhall receive an hundred fold now in this time, (that 
bis che fame or like ſhall be made up unro him in this 


World . Behold herein the Goadneſs of God hut there is 
hey need of Truſt and Fal h on him for it, or otherwiſe it will 
not be had) Houſes, and Brethren, and Siſters, and Mothers 


ole Children, and Lands (God will at preſent juppyiy all 
0 is by his other Creatures. I have by Experience found it 
And o, when my Father did forſake me, the Lord did rake me 


and provide for me by the Miniſtration of his other 
her vants. Bi-fled be his Name for it, ſo that I am become 
11 experimental Witneſs herein, which is the beſt and moſt 
atis factory kind of any] withPerſecucions; [thele alſo have 
ontinued, but they were allo much (weetned] and in the 

orld to come, Eternal Life. Mark 10.29, 30 As when 
Lamuel! anointed Saul, he confirmed he ſame by foretel- 
Ing of three Signs, Aud let it be (ſaith he hen theſe 
liens are come unto thee, that thou do as occa/ion hall ſerve 
bee, for God 15 with thee. 1 Sam. 10. 7, Which Signs ex- 
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* aly fo came ro pals, and were fulfiiied according as he 
4 faff$4 forerold, as may be ſeen throughout that Chapter. 


e hien ſo it is a certain Rule, to be ſurely believed, and 
12, b aftantly depenced upon. That where God promiſes to 
a a6 o ſome things in this Life, and ome things in the Life 
A is <ome, as this precious Prum ſe of Maik 10. 29, 30. is 
y we Wade up of both, then if God performs and doch accor- 
me ollag to che things promil-d in chis Life, thut is an Earn- 
y had and Pledge in hand, that h.s other /ords will be alſo 
man led in their ſeaſon. Luk. 1. 20. Thar is, accord ng to 
own divine method, ſome things of God have been 
| A4 Already 


e 4, 
already fulfilled, others are at this day fulfilling; but the U 
reſt of all are yet to be fulfilled. And God having al. 
ready done this for me (Bleſſed, and ever bleſſed be his E 
Divine Goodneſs for the ſame ) This is a Comfortable W Þ 
and aſſured evidence unto me, that he will give me in the Il ir 
World to come Eternal Life. As. alſo it doth confirm me ¶ in 
abundantly, and ſatisfy me clearly, that notwithſtanding 
I do bear in my Boſom the Reproaches of the Mighty 
People, that I have been and am indeed a doing the 
Work of the Lord all along. By thy I know that thou fa- 
vou eſt me, becauſe mine Enemy doth not triumph over me, 
Pf. 41. 11. By this I know that thou, O God, haſt had a 
work for me to do in the Great and Populous City of 
this Nation, becauſe that I have lived there upon thy 
Providence and Providing, and by the Miniſtration of thy 
Servants, when I had not in my Purſe and Scrip, as from 
my Kindred according to the Fleſh, what would mantain 
or provide fer me three Weeks, or three Days. Ir is agree- 
able to the method and doings of God, to ſend out his 
Extraordinary Meſſengers and Diſciples with a Provide 
neither Gold, nor Silver, nor Braſs in your Purſes, Mat. 10, 
And when I went our, I had not ſufficienr both for my 
ourney and Stay there, rho' I can withall make the ſame 
erurn, that when God and Chrift ſent me our thus 
Lackeft thou any thing ? Truly nothing abſolutely neceſ 
ſary, for I have fed to the Full, and to the ſatuhing of 
my Soul, and yet much more to the Peace of my Conſci 
ence, than when I have been at my Father's Table: Who 
hath the plenty and ſuperfluiries of the things of this Lite 
I do on purpoſe here relate and make known what the 
Lord hath done for my Soul. And he hath put a new Som 
in my Mouth, even praiſe unto our God; Many ſhall ſce it, 
and fe ar, and fhall truſt in the Lord Pſ. 40. 3. That rhey whi 
ſhall hear or read this, may learn and remember fro 
ſuch a poor and mean Example as now writeth this 
whom God hath carried through and preſerved all along 
He brought me up alſo out of an horrible Pie (where in a 
Literal ſenſe Men did ride and trample over my Head 
and out of the miery Clay (although the deliverance is not 
yer through and perfect, in that the Rulers and People of 
this Nation, are not as yer Obedient to that part of the fury 
| | 1 _ 7 
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CY 
rd and Law of the Lerd God, which I have ſer before 
mem) for I hope that he will ſer my Feet upon 4 Reck, and 
bis Eftabliſh my Gorngs. Bur this I do the more willingly re- 
dle hearſe, to encourage others to have Faith in God, and to 
he I cruſt in God, as rhey are ſerving him faithfully and truly 
in that Work he hath ſent them here on Earth for ro de: 
The Sixth Chapter of Daniel throughout is mighty 
by fall, pertinent, and expreſs to this purpoſe, where the 
the! Devil had a mind to raiſe Perſecution againſt Daniel. 
fa Which the Great God over all ſuffered, to prove his Ser- 
me, vant. And thereupon Satan frames a Device to affrighten 
da Daniel from praying unto God, by threatning him with 
; of be Lions Den. Now when Daniel knew that the Writing 
thy v Signed, he went into by Houſe and bs windows being 
chy pen in h Chamber towards Feruſalem. (One would think 
rom be might have ſhur chem then, and Prayed ſoftly to him. 
tain {elf and lock'd his Chamber door, that none ſhould ſee 
ree-Mor hear him to give the leaſt Information. But Boldneſs, 
his and Truſt, and the Fear of God made him to do thus. 
aid: for it is here Recorded, He kneeled down upon bs Knees 
10 bree times à day, and Prayed, and gave thanks before bis 
God, as he did aforetime, Ver. 10. Well, What is the Con- 
WM ſequence hereof ? He is put into the Lions Den, yea and 
ken out of it again alive, ſafe and ſound : The Text 
going on to add in an obſervable manner, So Daniel 
Wh was taken up out of the Den, and no manner of hurt was 
fund upon him, becauſe he believed in hu God. Ver. 23. 
Mark, and remember the Reaſon hereof, for it is worthy 
to be written in Letters of Gold, BECAUSE HE BE- 
FLIEVED IN HIS GOD. 
The promi/es of preſent Comfort, Stay and Support, 
and alſo of the furure Recompence are fo full and many 
fl throughout rhe whole Book of God, which are anrexed 
to che ſuſtaining any Loſs or Suffering for his ſake, his 
Word, and Worſhip, that we may be per/waded of them, 
and embrace them, Heb. 11. 13. Yea and act according- 
> in Ily (if all along we do according to the revealed Will of 
lead God, and we ſee to it, that our matters are good and right, 
is no 2 Sam. 15- 3.) ſo that if we fall into them, and thus 
ple olf come in for ſhacers and parrakers both of the preſenr and 
x the furure Benefirs, which God that cannot Lye, bath pro, 
i. 1 ; 7 miſed 


nor yet are they allowed to cranſgreſs, bur hey ought t 


' bypocritical Nation, ſhall endure Perſecution or reproach 0) 
reby is ſhewn forth, that their own doings ſhall ar lengiiſ 


2 who were 6urward Worſhippers of God, all one as 
e 
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miſed to them rhat ſuffer, or are Perſecuted for his Sake 

his name or Word; In all this and the like, the Spirit q 

Glory and of God reſteth on us, and let us not be A ye 

but let us Gloriſie God on thi; behalf. 1 Pet. 4. 14, 16. all 
Sirs! Miſtake nor, nor yet deceive your Selves. Theft”? 

way to Heaven is the very ſame now as it was in the!“ 


Days of Old, or antient Times. No Creß, no C own, ng hot 


reigning with God hereafrer, unlets we ſuffer for him tha 
here. The Scripture is expreſs to this Purpoſe. But if 
be without Chaſtiſement, whereof all are Parta bers, then an 
e Baſtards and not Sons Heb. 12. 8. Ha, and all that wil 3 
live Godly im Chriſt Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſ-cution. 2 Tum, 1 
3. 12. Whoſoever even in theſe days will ſtrictly and 
univerſally obſerve all his Laws and Directions; who is 
fully — — to keep a goed Conicience in all things; 
Who will reprove Sin in his Brethren and Ne;ghbeurs 
according to what is commanded, Toon ſhalt not hate thy 
Brother in thine Heart: Thou ſhalt in any wiſ. rebuke thi 
N::i#hbour and not ſuſfer Sin upon him, Levit. 9. 1. Andi 
do this indefinirely, without Reſpect of Perſons, not rhink 
ing chat Rich People Sin more excuſ-ably than or hers 


obey the Word of God all one as the Poor. Yea and re 
Guke them ſharply. Tit. 1. 13. Net mincing or ſoſtning the 
Matter, as the Reproof of old Eli was to his Sons; fc 
which the Holy Ghoſt jaith, He refrained them not. But, 
whoſoever is zealous for his God, and will approve hin 
ſelf ro him only, and nor as unto Men, ſuch even in ou 


and other wordly Loſſes and Inconveniences. O A/ ian 
the Rod of mine Anger, and the Staff in their Hand ( whe 


Puniſh themſelves) i mine Indignation. I will ſend hin, 
Aga inſt an Hypecritical Nation, Iſa. 10. 5,6. He means th. 


ople are now; bur at the ſame time, they did live in 
the Breach and Tranſgrefſion ot ſundry of his Come, 
mandmems, wherein they were prope ly and truly anf 
Hypocritica! Nation. The ſame is Englan is Day fo 
the fame Reaſon. Wherefore it may fea. 1 xpedct the 


like Judgments, unlels ir doth repent off p Ceaſe from 


* 


ä 
is Hvpoctifie, But as for thoſe that ſeem to be Religi- 
ous, and make a fair ſhew in the Fleſh, who may obſer . 
ye ſome of the Laws and Directions of Chrift, but not 
all of them; and who are for having a good Conſcience 
in ſome things, but nor in all things. Pray for us: fur we 
truſt we have a good conſcience, in all things willing to live 
honeſtly. Heb. 13. 18. From hence it may be underſtood, 


things, can give a true and well grounded Hope for 


according to the Courle of this World, and in the wa 


% Mot the Multitude, and they are of that Phariſaical Tem- 


per, as to juſtiſie themſelves before Men. And they make 
it cheir Chiefeſt Care to ſeem ourwardly Religious and 
Righteous; ſuch indeed and the like may (as the falſe 
Prophets were of old, to whom a wo was pronounced 
for this Reaſon) Be well ſpoken of by all men, or at leaſt 
by the Generality of the Worid ; although they will nor 
e well rhoughr of by rhe Saints of the Moſt High; for 
heſe know and 4 their Hypocriſie and partial 
oodneſs. And he ſaid unto them, Ve are they which fuſt iſie 
mr ſelves before Men, but God knoweth your hearts : For 
at which n highly eſtcem'd among men, M abomination 
- 1 1 the fight of God. Luk. 16. I;. | 
The realon why the ſeveral Churches, and the People 
f different Perſwaſions at this day have external Reſt 
Ind free Liberty of outward Worſkip, is becauſe the 
Fonſent and partake with other Men Sins, and becauſe 
„ey do not ſtand up nor are they Zealous for all the 
ommandments of God, Bur if they once did thus, or if 
ey did once begin ro Reprove Spiritual wickedneſs, Sin, 
iquiry, Tranſgreſſion and Hypocrifie in High Places, 
Je Devil would quickly go out again to make Har with 
bem that keep the Commandments of God. Rev. 12. 17. And 
e would raiſe Strife, Hab. 1. 3. Oppoſition and Perſecu- 
- fon againſt them. For the Nature of that Infernal Spirir 
not Changed, nor doth ceaſe at this day; nor yer hath 
cd ry'd him up, as appears by thoſe manifold Tranſgref- 
f and mighty Sins, which are now done abroad in the 
4 5 orld. Saich rhe Spirit of God, For I know your mani fold 
ranſgreſſions and your mighty Sins. Amos 5,13. 1 
Gy 4 U 
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that nothing leis then to have a Good Conſcience in al 


Heaven. Who are for flattering rich People, and walk 


ws 12 | 

It is reported of Ambroſe, who was a Saint aud Ser. 
yant of God in his Generation, that in his journeying he 
came to an Inn, where calling for the Inn-keeper, and 
beginning to diſcourſe with him { by the way, the Talk 
of People was then more Divine, Serious and Edifying 
then it is now a days) when the Inn-keep-r told hun he 
had never any Afflict on in his Life, Ambroſe thereupon 
immediately remov'd his Quarters from that houſe, con- 

uding within himſelf, that ſuch an one was no good 

an, nor yet had the favour of God. He Judged other- 
wiſe then the Word judgeth now; for they would look 
upon this ro be an elpecial mark of the 'avuur of God, 
to paſs their Time without Affliction. Bur truly, herein 
the People of rhe World do err, not knowing the Scriptures, 
nor the manner of God's dealing towards the Children 


of Men. For indeed if we look into the Glaſs of the 


ord, we ſhall there ſee and find, that preſent impunity 
and Proſperity are rather Signs that ſuch, who have them, 
are Baſtards, then the Children of God ; That they are 
Men of the World, which have their portion in thy Life, 
Pſal. 17. 14. From whom David prays by the Spirit, that 
his Soul may be delivered, and not be with them. Which 
is alſo the deſire of thoſe who have Faith aud true Un- 
derftanding in the Things and Diſpenſations of God, Bet. 
ter is afflicted Innocency that proſperous Iniquity ; and, 
A little that a Righteous Man hath, u better then the Ri- 
ches of many i icked, Pſal. 37. 16. As for my part, when 
I ſee or hear of any who have the Name or Character 
of very Religious and Honeft People; and yet they ne. 
ver did, nor do lie under Perſecution or Reproach ; it 
they be not afflicted one way or another, nor yer ſpoken 
againſt by ſome or other, verily I do ſuppoſe and conclu- 
de ſuch to be either Hypocrites, or rather partial Chri- 


ſtians, ſuch as keep ſome of the Commandments of God, 


and neglect others. The reaſon whereof is this, becauſe 1 
know nor how to rzconcile the State of ſuch People unto 
the png br of Truth. For if any be without Perſecu- 
tion or Reproach, Affliction or Chaſtiſement ( whereof 


all the Servants of God in all Generations and Countries 

have been Partakers) Either the Scriptures are not true 

which ſpeak univerſally of ſome kind of 2 8 
| Hatr 
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cn). 
Hatred ro all Gods People [which would be hotrid Blaf- 
hemy to affirm; for Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
rather then oneTittle or jota hereof ſhall fail, untill all be 
fulfilled Jor rat her, which is the very Truth, ſuch People 
who thus eſcape Scoifree from any Trouble or Vexation 
from che world, are none ot the People, Saints, and Servants 
of God 3 although they ourwardly feem or pretend never 
ſo much to be ſo. Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold,O Mount 
Seirlam again# the; Becauſe thou haſt had aPernciual hatred, 
and haſt ſhed the Bicod / the chilaren ef Iſrael by the force 
of the Sword, in the Time of their Cala mity, in the time that 
their Iniquity had an end. Ezek, 35. 3, 5. Here is ſhewn 
forth that perpetual hatred, the Chiidren of this world 
have againft the Children of God. One faith truly, God 
had one Son without Sin,but never any one without Suf- 
fering. After that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt [who bad the 
Character from God, that he was his beloved Son: Not- 
withſtanding at the ſame time, He was a Man of Sorrows 


and acquainted with Grief, ] had with excellent Arguing, 


ſhewed the unreaſonableneſs thereof, that the world ſhould 
hate Him, or his Diſciples in 7% 15. 18, 19, 20, 21,225 
23, 24. He Sums up, and concludes that whole Diſcourſe 
with this obſervable Truth. Bur this cometh to paſs that 
the Word might be fuifilled, which u written in their Law, 
They bated me without a cauſe. Ver. 25. And ſo it comes 
to paſs even now [ for the Scriptures hold alike true as to 
all Perſons, Times and Places, Thar there is no going 10 
Heaven, nor entering into the Kingdom of God withour 
{ome Tribularion or other. Yea it muſt be of that kind 
of Tribulaticn alſo which ariſes from matters cf Duty, 
and from true ſerving of and Obedience to God. For if 
ir were nor, or ſhould not be ſo, the Scriptures would 
not be tulfilled and found true. 

Good God! What a ſtrange kind of ignorant and cor- 
rupt World do we live in 2 Many cf my Country Men 
and Neighbours LI was a Reproach among all mine Enemies, 
but eſpecially among my Neiphbours, and a Fear to mine Ac- 
guaintance. Pial. 31. 11. This Scripture hath been liter- 


ally fulfilled in me] have been, and are offended at him, 
who writerh rhis, meerly becauſe he hath gone through a 
conſiderable deal of Trouble, as if he was therefore an 
Hypocrite, a Deceiver, the iame Reproach was faſtened 

| on 


and Saying, That ſuch an one is an Hy poerite, or Decei- 


Religion, becauſe his Religion hath occaſioned Suffering 
and I rouble unto him. Whereas indeed and in Truth this 


# 


faſtened on Fob. Said Bildad unte him, who herein Rea- 
ſoned after the ſame manner as the world is apt to do 


: wake up for thee, and make the Habitatim of thy Rughte- 


Por lO 
on our Saviour Jeſas Chriſt. Mat. 27.63. Or deceived in 
his Religion. Which was the very fame Surmiſe and Re. 
pi oac n alſo, that thoſe his two called Friends had ot and 


now, I thou wert pnre and upright, ſurely now He would a- 


ouſueſs proſperons, Fob. 8. 6. and Zephar ſaid ro him Chap 
11. 6. Know therefore, that God exaticth ef thee leſs then thine 
Iniquity deſerveth, They did intimate forth, as if Fcb did 
ſuffer tor his Hypocriſie, as to which God himſelf vindi- 
cateth him, and witneſſeth on his behalf, Je have not [prion 
of ma the thing that i right, as my Servant Fob bath, Job 
42. 7. And ſo it is as to rhe aforemenrioned Imagination 


ved, or Sil y and Fool:th, as to the Management of bis 


Re praach turns upon themſelves For if Judgment be made 
hereof by the ſure Word of God, This argues, yea and 
demonſtrates themſelves to be Hypoerites or deceived ; as 
certainly all thoſe are who obey but a part thereof, and 
not the hole Law of God. Ic and fools, in that they loſe 
the turute Recompence, promiſed unto Suffering for Well- 
doing. Who ſo order their Religion, that it coſts them no- 


thing, 2 Sam. 24. 24. of Expence, Trouble, or Inconve- 


niency. VVhote Religion fits io looſe upon them, that 
they taſnion, and turn and change it according to every 
wind of remptation and Trial; that they may have it al- 
ways in their Back, and to blow with them. V Vhe love 
to Swim with the Stream, although it rends to the bot- 
tomleſs Pit. VVno are tor walking all along, or for the 


moſt part according to the courſe of thy World, Eph. 2, 2. 


" © tw 


And to do as moſt do altho' as ſure as Scripture is true, 
this is the ready way to be condemned with the World. 1 


Cor. 11. 32. True indecd, that many times ir is moſt for 


the preſent ſafety and eaſe of the Fleſh, To walk in the 
way of the Multitude, and according to the courſe of this 
VVorld but on'y this is not the right way to ſeaven. For 
if rhou wilt go on in the way of the many, thou wilt not 
de among thole few in the Narrow way that leadeth to 3 p 
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Mat, 7: 14. Of whichthey wil! not be counted worthy by 
God, or by Chriſt nov, nor will they be admitted by them 
hereafrer who are aftraid, and cerrainly thoſe will not who 
refuſe to Suffer for his Name, and for the Teſt mony of his 
VVord, or for the Hea ing or Receiving thereof. It is the 
expreſs Commandment of God, Theu ſhalt not follow a 
m titude to do Evil; N iti er ſhalt theu ſpeak in a Cauſe, 
to decline after many, to wreſt Judgment. Keep thee far 
from a falſe matter ; and the Innocent and Righteous ſlay 
thu not: for I will not juſtifie the Wicked. Exod. 23. 2,9. 
24d j. In that kind of People, who when Tribulation or 
Perſecution ariſeth for the Word, either before, or immedi- 
xely afterwe rds they are offended, there is another thing 
wanting inthem[and ſo their Souls are not ſer in order as 
yer. before the time draws nigh, that they muſt die, and 
go out of theſe Bodies] That is, they want the Truſt in 
God, Now this word, Truft, is a relative Term, and pre- 
uppoſes ſome Danger or Difficulty. For as the Apoſte 


Froves, that rhe Obj ct of Hope is unſeen things, by this 


Kind of Arguing ; For what a Man ſees,what doth he hope 
fr? Intimaring thereby, as if ſeeing was a kind of Know- 
ed ge and Certainty of ſuch things ; which is ſomewhat 
more, and another diſtinct thing from Hope. So here in 
ke manner it may be Reaſoned, if there was no Danger 
r D:ficulry in ſuch a thing, How could we truſt in God 
oncerning it? For rhe truſt in God is not altogether fo 
much ro be exerciſed when we are walking in a Room 
r when we are ar Eaſe in cur Houſe, ar a full Table, 
r in the midſt of Health. Plenty and Proſperity; or when 
je are in a whole Skin, and have the World at will. I 
viſt that moſt, yea all People can truſt in God then. But 
jerein is the true Excellency and Benefit (for only thus 
he preſent and future Gocd thereof are to be had) of 
ruſting in God, Hen the Fig. Trce ſhall not Bloſſom, ne: - 
ber ſhall Fruit be. in the Vincs, the Labour of the Olive 
vall fail, and the Fields ſhall y2ild no Meat, the Fleck ſpal 
e out off from tre Fold, and there ſhal be no Herd in the 
alls: Ter I will rejoice in the Lerd, 1 will joy in the God of 
Salvation. Hab. 2. 17, 18. Ard lo rhis is the Praiſe, 
nd Reward of truſting m God (or it goes beyond that 
ind of Truſting iv God which the People of the World 


have) 


have) when we can truſt in God in deep Poverty, Sick: 
neſs, or Impriſonment, under Loſſes, and the Oppoſition 
and Hatred of the V/o:l4, John 7. 7. againſt us for our 
Duty, and for our Faithfulne!s uaro and terving of God, 
then if we can ſay. yea, and aſſent unto it in our Hearts 
it is a good God whom we ſerve. When we find and 
perceive from within our ſelves all rhoſe ourward Evil 
{weerned unto us by the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. And 
when all this is come upon us, we have not, nor yet will 
we dial fails in thy Covenant, Plal. 44. 17. Nor put forth 
our hand unto Iniquity, That /ath withdrawn his hand from 
Tuiquity. Ezek. 18 8. Nor commit Sin, nor yet omit 


Duty, if we might be redreſſed and relieved from out of Ni 


all of i. Truly, there is Faith and Truſt in this. Faith, 
that God hath provided better things for us if we held 
on in our Innocency and Integriry. And truſt, that a tho 
theſe ourward Evils conſume and deitroy us ( laith the 
Pſalmiſt, Th:» have a'moj# conſumed me upon Earth, but I 
Forſock not thy Precepts) And make us ro periſh, yet we 
know and hope, that God will make a way for our el. 
cape (without our ſinful compliances, or conſenring with 
the deed of them ) and work our deliverance for us by 
ſome means or other; or if we ſhould die and loſe our 


Life in them, that he will raiſe up this Life, and we ſhall | 
again ſind this ſame Life, In the Reſtitution of all things, 


to which will be further grafted on Life Eternal. Herein 


that ſaying of Jelus Chriſt will be found true, He th 
lieſeth his Life for my ſake, ſhall find it. Mar. 10. 39. Thai 


is, He that loſeth this temporal! Life, ſhall find ir again in 
Life Eternal. Which will be a Bleſſed change and exceed- 


ing great gain. When we can truſt God ſo far beyond 


the Grave (for this is further than we can now ſee him) 


that if we ſhould die ſconer in his Service, and by doing In 


his work, for poſſibly he might ſuffer us to live longer 
in neglect of it) But then to hold on, and be verily per- 
ſwaded ſo as to act accordingly, That it would be better 


for us, if the will of Ged ſo be, than ro have a longer ca 


Reſpir and Reprieve : This in very deed ſeems to be the 


ſuperlative and higheſt Degree ot all, and the greateft 
inftance of truſting on God, which can be, when we love ; 
not our Lives unte the Death; But we are contented — F 


ok: be of the Number of them who were lain for the rd 
ion / God, and for the Teſtimony which they held, And white 
our Bobs were given unto every one of them, Rev. v1.9, 11. 
od, 0 chat ſuch will obtain a better Reſurrection, and inherit 
rts, Man higher degree of Glory. 3 
ind 1 have heard ſome talkative Chriſtians uſe the follow- 
vil Wig Scriprare Phraſe in their Mouth. That Chriſt ſhall be 
nd Nragnified in their Body, whether it be by Life or by Death, 
vill Nail. 1.25. But herein is the Labour and buſineſs, this 
th FMidced is the Excellency and Praiſe thereof, and in truth 
en is a real truſt on God, to undergo and ſubmit to the ſame. 
mit Nhe Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians did juſt mention that 
c of Waying, bur they did alſo ſer their Seal to it, even the Seal 
ath, f their Blood. So they were doers of that Word, more 
old Nen talkers thereof. Whereas thoſe, who now a days ſeem 
cho be Religion, do allo uſe chis ſaying in their Mouth, but 
the Wr homlalefho experience and witneſs the ſame, if an 
ut I Wir of Tryal ſhould come, they would endeavour as much 
we excule or decline it; although ir be by the way of Sin 
r el- N omiſſion of Duty. Bur give me the Man that is for 
with Wing, is moſt certainly the mind of God, as we may ga- 
s by Wer from his written Word, and we alſo learn the ſame, 
our eauſe ſuch is the mind of his Reaſonable Creatures, 
ſhallWo come moſt near to the likeneſs of God in Knowledge 
ings, N Underſtanding, and of being without Fear. 
rein Wl might make a whole Sermon in Quoting and Amaſſing 
that ether thoſe manifold Scriptures (as indeed there are very 
That ny of them throughout the whole Book of the Lord) 
in in ich explain and confirm that Great Duty of Truſt on 
eed- Wd, in the fame Senſe and meaning befoi ementioned. As 
yond ſeed the very Nature of the thing is ſuch, Thar there 
aim) I be no proper Truſt, unleſs there is ſome Hazard, or 
oing ning or appearing Danger and Difficulry. Bur that 
nger ce of Habakkuk, 3. 17, 18. aforecited, is ſufficient ro 
per- rm the Truth of this Obſervation. How.exceeding 
etter I is the whole Book of Pſalms (in the Bible Trinſlation 
nger c;ally) of Promiſes to this thing of Truſting in God ? 
e the Lord alſo will be 4 refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in 
eateft ſhes of Trouble. And they that know thy Name will put their 
e love in thee, for thou Lord haſt not forſaken them that ſeek 
ed — Pf. 9. 9, 10. Bleſſed ij that A that maketh the ** 


II Nuß, and reſpeRieth not the Proud, nor ſuch & turn aud 
0 Loet. Pf. 40-4. By the latter part of which Verſe, we 
may ſee and learn, that to have reſpect unto Perlons, ori 


Palm of David. Therein is more ſaid: heteof (confiderin 


and Truths concerning Trouble, Aflict ion, and ſuch li 


18 


to give deference unto Man, or to give way unto Sin, 0 
to turn aſide ro Falſhood ; all this and the like is quite op 
ſite and contrary unto the making the Lord our Tru 
Bur that that Man is bleſſed, .who maketh the Lord high 
Truſt, we have it not only affirmed here, but almoſt i 
every one of the Hundred and Fifty Pſalms. Eipecially 5a 
more in thoſe who have the Title and Inſcripeion of, 


the like Quantity and Proportion of Worde) than in th 
Books of Moſes, or in the Writings of the Prophets, Eva 
geliſts and Apoſtles. Though all theſe alſo are iufficientih: 
fraught with Bleſſings and Promiſes, made and annex: ; 
to the Truſting in God, Why did David the ſweet Singe 
of Iſrael harp more upon thar String than others? F 
indeed both the Book of P/alms, and alſo the whole Bog 
of God, and the Matter thereof is a well run'd Cymt 
The reaſon hereof ſeems ro be this, becauſe that Dauer 
wrote and penn d theſe P/a/ms, during the time he w 
under continued Affliction ( Saul became Davids Ens 
continually. 1 Sam. 18, 29.) And the Pei ſecution of Sal 
And God being all along with him then for as God u 
wich Foſeph in the Priſon, Gen. 39. 21.) ſo he is as mud 
or rather more by his Spirit with his Servants in Troul 
then when they are our of it) By the ſame Spirit he maſhve 
known unco David thoſe his manifold precious Promiſſſſier 


How we ſtould behave our ſelves under it until 
gives Deliverance, and what good things he will give, t 
make amends for the Evil we have had. For this v« 
fame Reaſon the Prophets who have ſpoken in the Nam 
the Lord, are ſet forth for an Example of ſuffering Afﬀiiſfrer 
on, and Patience. The Lord God in his manifold qr. | 
wonderful Wiſdom having on purpoſe ſuffered AMiQF: 
to be laid on their Loins, that they might the better ſr 
forth in the Name of the Lord his Truths and Prom 


concerning it. The belief whereof made themſelves ta 
eminent Examples of Patience under it. For there is 
ſuch Speaking or Preaching of any thing, as experim 


Speak 
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Feaking or Preaching; when what we have ſeen with our 
ws, we have looked upon, our hands have handled ; yea yet 
urther, whar we have experienced and felt from within 
ad in our ſelves, we declare unto ye. Behold we count them 
appy which endure. Ve have heard of the Patience of Fob. 
anes 5. 11. Who for this Cauſe alſo ſeems to have un- 


aril Gere {poken of, ſhall be made good, verified and fulfil- 
1 gireſÞ, then it will alſo be found true and returned, That the 
this vd very Pitiful and of tender Mercy, . 
Nami And how little, yea, no Reaſon ar all they had, wh 
Afflifrerofore believed not in God, and truſted uot in hy Salva- 
fold . Pſ. 78. 22. But when Perſecution or Tribulation did 
Afflictſiſe for che Word, they were offended. For hath God ſaid 
tter ip$4 ſpall he not bring it to paſs ? Thar whatever Trouble, 
| Promfardſhip, Inconvenience or Loſs any one ſhall endure for 
ves ta; lake, or for his word, he will make it up unto them 
here pre than an hundred fold, in the time of the Reſtitution 
erimeſf all things. Ves, moſt aſſuredly he ſfiall; And blefſed are 
Seca B 2 they 
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they that believe, for there ſhal be a Performance of theſe 
things which are told in from the Lord, Luke 1. 45, This 
will be jo clearly ſeen at the Diſtribution and Reſtitutim 
ef all things, that even the Souls of thoſe very fame Peoph 
who heretofore were offended when Perſecution or II 
bulation did ariſe for the Word, will wiſh and exceedin 
ly deſire that they had not been cffer:ded, but that they ha 
cleaved and ſtuck unto that fame Word ftill, and heren 
have followed the Lamb wihitherſoever he goes; although thi 
ſame Lamb ot God was at laſt brought ro the Slaughter. Il 
53. 7. For they might have Reaſonably, yea, and gainful 
reſt in what is called the Fooliſh Doctrine of ſuffering ; 
4 Chriſtian, and according to the Mill of God. 1 Pet. 4. 16,16 
And have truſted on his ftay, ſupport and inviſible Pro 
tection therein, and for thole future good things whic 
God that canngt lie, hath promiſed and reſerved for ſuc 
King Agrippa, belizzeſt thou the Prephets ? Iknow /e 
thou helieveft, Acts 26.27. So I now put you all to it, th 
ſhall hear or read theſe Words. Do you believe the Sci 
rures? I] know that tome of ye do believe them. And if 
{ach of ye who dobelieve them, I have made known tu 
things from our of the ſame Scriptures, (Which ſhalil 
certainly fulfilled in their Seaſon) concerning the excee 
ing benefit and ſweetneſs of ſuffering for God and hf 
Word, that ſome of ye may be in love with Suffering, an *5 
ye could almoſt with and deſire ro experience, and be papriſt 
takers thereof your ſelves, whilſt ye are in well doing F* * 
hearing his Word certainly is, or any way for the Wo 4 © 
and Truths fake, Bur * are unwilling to truſt rhe . W 
ſue and main event of a Battle, only to raw, freſh and neyÞſ®* 
ly diiciplined Souldiers, (there ſhould be much reachin® : 
and exerciſe, before they come to real Blows and FightinfſMy 
although pethaps theſe may ſeem ro ſhew more Heat a an 
Forwardnels, more Earneſtneſs and Courage than old g to 
ren Souldiers ; yer ſtill there is not ſo much dependanceſ'9 ) 
be had on the former ſort, as on the latter. So notwiſe di 
ſtanding, what warm Affections or Willingneſs to take i kin 
and bear the Crols, may ariſe in your Minds, upon yqch b 
hearing thele things, yer I freely declare, that i thonld Þ an- 
loth to truſt to your ſtanding unto it, if once Conſtabſ ch! 
and Officers were coming to diſmiſs this Aſſembly: r N 
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of when once the Shephard is ſmitten, or begun to be ſinit- 
een, che Sheep will ſoon be ſcattered. I have trodden the 
Mine Prefs alone, and of the People there was none with me. 
lla. 63. 3. Said the Captain of our Salvation. For when 
once they begin to be Broken and the ſparkles of Blood to 
fly, then the People will be ture to keep. far enough off. At 
my firſt Anſwer no Man ſtood with me, but all Men forſook 
1: I Pray God, that it may not be laid to their Charge. 2 
im. 4. 16. So that, whereas I was left alone. Rom. 11.3. 
and 1 did ſuffer alone for the Nord of God and bus Righte- 
1%; herein I was more conformed and likened unto 


*. he Examples of Chriſt, Elias and the Apoſtle Paul. 
pu According to the Rules and Directions of Gods written 
Nord, and according to the Examples of the Primitive 


heilt ans, Whole Behaviour was when they were diſturbed 
dad exrupꝛed in their Aſſembling of themſelves together, 
e) did nor for all that refrain or neglect che aſſembling 
WW caemiclycs together, although they did not Act by way 
Molence or out ward Noite or Confuſion; fo ye ought 
and to it ſtill. Although after all that can be ſaid ro 


n u, ä i 

all wade ye unto ig yer leveral Hearers ar ſuch a time of 
ral are like the Children of Epyrazn, who being Armed 

nd N car, vg 40. v, ned back in tte day of Batele, Pl. 78.9, 

1g, al As God laith in 1/aiab which js re be underitood of 


de Pi briſt ani his Minitters) BS, I We in ade thee a. ee 
bing Y and 4 Leads unte the Poopic. JO 1 2 daz 01 tuch. 
Wo id of Battle or Trial, che Mintſters and :'reachers It 
rhe Word, are the Captains and Leaders v0 firit ſtand 
d ne che Brunt 5 tor co nmoniy the Periccutlon frit be 1421S 
eachiffch, 2nd 1s levelled againſt them. "Np 
ghtin My God who hach tra inc. and exerciſed me On DY lit- 
cat all and little, hath now a: leng ia taught andanitcu lc me 
51d g co beh ve my ſelt, even by Proaciiug i,H. 110 (1 Let. 
Janceſſ'9 ) which I did not underſtand fo well ac irft 41 
\orwiſ© done more lately: bu: by my former Ig.iorance t 
take ß kind, I have loſt ground, and I have not gained 0 
on yoſci by Suffering a> | might have done and by ipcax'vg 
hond and proclaiming the very lame Words un Uo ig LOT . 
ynſtabſ ch 1 hive been impriſoned, Day after Day, and Negine” 
ly - if Night, and by laying betore chen! ala Ine. tioning 
whip them, the exeecding ſintu neis, uurcalonablencis, ar 
rw or el © dauye; 


ſeen a mighty and powerful effect of this my Preachin 


HBreat God over all, they _— nor to do. 


_ = _ 


danger thereof as to futurity, which my Perſecutors ſub- 


| Ject rhemſelves unto, in dealing thus injuriouſly, and op. {ſon 


preſſively, and cruelly with me, only for my opening and 1: 


alledging ſuch and ſuch things from our of the Scriptures Go 
the Law of the moft High God; that I hope by this time 


the Sinners and Tranſgreſſours are ſomewhar afraid lei ne- 
they ſhould be tormented yet more, when the time of rheieWren: 
Puniſhment, and the Day of their Calamity n come; ſo th and 
my Perſecutors are well nigh wearied our (for ſometimę L/ 
even their Hearts and Conſciences do recoyl within them 
ro put me much more, or hold me long in Priſon ; fo tha 
I hope I ſhall yet truſt on God in a way of Duty. I hay 


in rhe Priſon; When the Meſſenger's Wiſe hath been ſei 
to interrupt and. forbid me, ſhe hath tremble like an rer 
pen Leaf ; and I have thereupon immediarely-asked he 
the caule of her fear, for ſhe was aſſured beforehand, th; 
I would not fight, nor uſe violence: Bur an inward | 
buke. Gen. 31. 42. of God in the Soul and Conſcience, 
alſo an Apprehenſion that there will be a Calling for, a 
an Hearing of the ſame things over again, When the gie 3* 
Day of his judgment is come, will make any one 
hath the Fairh and Knowledge thereof (as ſhe had ſom an 
to tremble like the Leaves of the Forreſt ; eſpecially, vie) 
they do ſuch things ro obey Man, which in duty to ft 
not 7. 

Bleſſed be God for ir, this Scripture hath been literaſ ? 
fulfilled in me, The Mouth of the Upright ſhall deliver th Holy 
The Witked n Snared by the Tranſgreſſion of by Lips: l bf NM 
the Fuſt ſhall come out of Trouble. Prov. 12. 6, 13. For ther 
Mouth whilſt I was in Priſon, only by ſpeaking word: ard 
Uprightneſs and Truth hath eauſed, yea and command ne 
Deliverance for me. And fo I who underſtood thus muſthink 
and alſo I who had Experienced ſo much of the Div lenc 
Goodneſs, Protection and Deliverance hgrein; for I ear 


no become an Old Souldier, whoſe Talent lyes in Sſthe R 


tering, and not in ourward Fighting; or rather in Fighiſput t 
with the Sword of my Mouth. Rev. 2. 16. than wich and 
ourward Weapon, for I handle not Sword, Pike or Spef4 / 


Hut only the Pen of ready Mriter. J am one of thoſe M 


neſſes inthe World, who have learned War no more, Ila. 7 ul L 


— * 
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b For I Believe and Teſtifie, that theſe Mars and Fightings 
op- on both fides, are contrary to the Law of God, Thou ſhalt 
nd nor ll. Exad. 20. 13. Rom. 13.9. James 2.11, and to the 
res Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Which was uſhered in with, Glory 
wy God in the Higheft, and on Earth Peace, Good will towards 
let mer. Luke 2. 14. For ſuch indeed is the only Deſign and 
nen ꝛendency of the whole Goſpel. From whence come Wars 
chu and Fightings among vou? Come they not hence, even of your 
eL? James 4, 1. Which Luſts are finful and unlawful. 
1 hope I thall yet commit the keeping of my Soul unto God 
chu; well doing (which the Preaching and Miniſtry of oy 
Word is) as unto a faithful Creator, not truſting in my eli 
(Remembring well the Story of that Boaſting Pſeudo- 
I lartyr in Queen Mary's Days) but in God who giveth; 
ſtrength and power unto 1/rael ; and who will in the Day 
ſuall ery unto him for it, ſtrengthen me with ftrengh in my 
Soul. Pal. 138. 3. Who- hath delivered us already from 
ive Troubles, and doth deliver, in whom we truſt that 
he will yer deliver us. He ſhal deliver the in ſix troubles s 
[ea in ſeven there ſhall no Evil touch thee, Job. 5. 19. 
34ly, In thoſe who when Perſecution or Tribulation 
zriierh for the Word, are offended, there is another ring 


ſon{yanting ; and fo their Souls are nor ſer in order before 
whey die. That is, they want the Fear of Ged. And ef whom 
ro ist thou been afraid, or feared, that thou haſt lied, and haſt 


wt remembred me, nor laid it te thy Heart? Have not I held 
ny Peace, even of old, and thou feareſt me not. If. 57.11. The 
Holy Ghoſt hereby intimating, rhat ſuch who are afraid 
f Man, ſo that they de ie, or diflemble, or commit any 

other fin for to pleaſe and comply with Man, whoſe Re- 
Aards and Punthmens are preſent and viſible ; bur they 
$10 not remember God, nor lay it te Heart? That is not: 
mulhbink throughly and deeply of him, becauſe God keeps 
Diyvſilence and holds hs Peace now; all this is becauſe they 
r ] Fear nor God, Becauſe God hath held hi Peace even of old, 1s 
the Reaſon tit men do ner fear God, bur fin againft him. 
ige But the ſame word which ſaith, Theſe things haſt thou dene 
ich and 1 kept filence Pl. 50. 21. Saith alſo, Our God ſhall ne 


Spe nd ſhall not keep filence. Veri. 3. I bave long time hol- 
fe Mien my Peace, I have been ſtil and refrained my ſelf : Now 


Ten like 4 traveling . will deſtroy, and devour 
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, at once. Iſa. 42. 14. J. even I. am he thaFeomforteth you : N w: 
{ art thou that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of a Man that ſpal tio 
Mie. and of the Son of Man which ſhall be made as Graſs: he: 
And forgetteſt the Lord thy Maler, that hath ſtretched forty lea 
the Heavens, and laid the Foundations of the Earth, and hai 
feared continually every day becauſe of the fury of the Oppreſ.iſ goe 
ſour, as if he were reach to deſtroy, and where # the fury it n 
the Oppreſſour ? Ta. 51. 12, 13. Perſecution or Tribulation, is g 
could never have its deſigned Effect, which the Devil in. «/ C 
rends in railing and ſtirring it up, unleſs the People on Hart: 
whom it falls, did fear Man the viſible Inſtrument and all 
inflicter thereof or ſome outward Evil to their Body orf har 
Eftate, which that ſame Perſecution or Tribulation might οẽ 
bring on them. Now the intended effect of Perſecution 
is, either to affrighren from and omit Duty, or to put a 
ſtumbling Block and occaſion of falling in the way of 
thoſe who are Perſecuted as by committing of Sin, put 
ting forth their Hand unto Iniquity, cenſenting with tha 
Deed of them, partaking with their Perſecutors Sins, orſſinc 
ſuch like. Bur if in all theſe, and the like caſes and inſt-Mfra; 
ances of Trial and Temptation People did not fear ne, 
Ale the Perſon of the Oppreſſors and Perſecutors them pon 
elves, nor yer that preſent Evil and Inconveniences thyſſren 
would lay upon them, then as Chriſt Jeſus their Forer un at] 
ner, (who in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted i he! 
be is able to ſuccour them that are tempted) ſaid upon an fit 
other not much unlike occaſion, inaſmuch as every Perſe Hear 
cution is a Temptation, The Prince of this World cometh Witen 
and findeth nothing in me: So although the Devil is com. 
ing to raiſe a ſtorm of Perſecution, Affliction, and Tribu: 
lation againſt us, by ſuch of our Fellow Creatures, his in 
carnare Inſtruments, yer ſeeing we know and are provid-PÞen t 
ed, and our Minds are armed before hand againft rheom_ 
work he or they can do. The Spirit of God ſaith, Fearſpiey c 
none of thoſe things, which thcu [halt ſuffer, Rev, 2. 10. Lei: 
him be never ſo wroth, and go out to make War with th 
Remnant of the Seed which keep the Commandments of 
God, and particularly that his Commandment in Act. 44 
19, and 5.29, We ought to hearken unto, and obey God moreſiſters 
than Man; and fo we ought to fear God more than Man Ler 
according to Lake 12. 4, 5. As long as we have this in Ric! 
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ward Grace and Knowledge, this Strength and Reſolu- 
Fon of Soul, which is to have the Teſtimony of Feſis Chriſt, 
obere it is impoſſible the Devil ſhouſd overcome us, or ar 
WM leaſt not totally and finally. 

The Knowledge and Wiſdom of God in the Scriprnres 
{ſl goes ro the very borrom and Reaſon of things; whereupon 
of ir may be obſerved, that the Exhortation which therein 
ol is given, to confirm the Souls of the Diſciples and Servants 
n-M ef Chriſt, touching this matter, that through much Tribu- 
on lation they muſt enter into the Kingdom ot God; I ſay, 
od all thar Exhortation runs and ſpeaks on this wile, namely, 
orffl thar we thould Fear God more, and fear Man leſs. San&ifie 
hel ths Lord of Hofts himſelf and let him be your fear, and let 
on im be your Dread: And he ſhall be for a Sanctuarv. Jia. 8. 
13. 14. This allo is the drift and defign of thoſe two great 
places, in J/a:ah 31. 12, 13. and 57. 11. as alſo of that 
{Command of Chriſt, in Luke 12. 4, 5. Mind diligently 
Mwhac Excellent Reaſoning and Truth is couched and con- 
ained in thoſe Words, Yo art thou, that thou ſhruldeſt be 


a he made as Graſs * Do bur fee him, and narrowly look 
pon him. Is nor Man a weak frail Lump of Clay, juſt en- 
vened ? And what a fluid and uncertain periſhing thing is 
Jar puff of Breath which is in his Noſtrils? Think through- 
5 hereof and then tell me, Is this poor thing of Dying Man, 
fit Object ro make thee or any one to tremble, or th 
eart to ſhake ?. When perhaps, yea probably (for this is 
ten the caſe of Periecutors) himſelf rrembles, and his 
Neart ſhakes at the apprehenſion of whar God will do unto 
Soul when his Body ſhall drop as a Carcaſe into the 
arth? Is this little and dying Man more to be pleaſed, 
ben the Great and Everliving God? In no wiſe, tar be it 
om us. Ye do all now aſſent at the Hearing hereof, but 
tey only do labour and endeavour to plea'e God more 
| Lean Man, who fear him, and think on his Name. Said 
i rheÞÞe Apoſtle Pau/, For if T yet pleaſed Men, I ſhruld not be 
rs offÞe Servant of Chriſt. Gal. 1. 10. O that this ſame mind 
N. 4. lere in them alſo, who in theſe Days call themſelves Mi- 
mortſiſters of Jetus Chriſt. 

Man Ler them who commit Sin, or omit Duty to pleaſe ſuch 
is in Rich Man, or the Like, take a Shovel or Spade, and go 1 
ward h | rag 


raid of a Man that ſhall die; and of the Sen of Man, which 


EM > 
the Grave of that Perſon after he is Dead (in cafe the other 
ſurvives him) and dig there, and behold his Corps, and ſee 
what an ugly med]y of Stink, Corruption and Bones he 
made his Idol to pleaſe, whilft it was in Life. A ſinful and 
ungrateſul Wretch, that I ſhould ever diſpleaſe the Glori- 
ous and Immortal God for to pleaſe, gratifie, or comply 
with ſuch a little, vile and ugly Lump as this-is!Or if we 
do bur ſee and conſider Man, as ke lyes upon his Dying- 
Bed, gaſping for the laſt Breath, almeſt Choaked with 
Flegm, and when the ſhadow of Death (its upon by Eye-lids, un 
Coughing, and Panting, and Groaning, and ferching hit at 
Breath ſhorr, till he breaths out the very laſt. And ſurely I ſe 
then ſuch muſt be ahamed that ever made Man their De- ¶ ar 
fence. For they ſhall be aſhamed of the Oaks which ve haue or 
deſired, and ye ſhall be confounded for the Gardens that ye have If tir 
eboſen. Ila, 1.29. Thus ſaith the Lord, Curſed be the Man alt 
that truſteth in Man, and maketh Fleſh hs Arm, and whoſe Wl RI 
Heart departeth from the Lord, Jer. 17. 5. (for Man cannot Wl js | 
preſerve and deliver his own Soul from flying out) or be 
who to pleaſe, gratifie, comply with, or to get the Favour i oy 
and good Will of this Dying Creature, hath Contracted] A4 
Sin and Guilt in his Conſcience, incurred the wrath and] 15. 
diſpleaſure of the Lord God; which will remain and abide 
on the guilty Soul, when all the gifts and benefits hac 
from Man do perith with him, and come to an utter and 
fearful End. It is ſeveral times recorded of the Sins 0 
Feroboam, who did Sin, and who made Iſrael to Sin. 1 King 
14. 16. And therefore it is ſaid Sins, in the Plural Num a/ 
ber, which things are written for our admonition, upe 
whom the ends of the World are come, This is certain 
the more one knows of God, and of his infinite exceeding 
Greatneſs; All Nations before him (taken all together, an 
much more ſo then is a ſingle Perſon) are & nothing, an leſs 
they are counted to him leſs than nothing, and Vanity. Ila. 40 ſuch 
17. The more we know or conſider of this, the leſs regard Go. 
or reſpect we have nnto Man. And therefore it is obſer} TH 
vable, that when the Prophet {peaks of the fear of the Lord perl 
and of the Glory of bs Majeſty when he ariſeth 30 ſhake 7e By 
ribly the Earth, it is thereupon immediately ſubjoyn q muc 
Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe Braath ij in bu Neſtrils, for wherelſ Ic is 
# be to be aceonned of? Ila. 2 21, 22. Intimating thereb Perf 
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1 
as if we ſhould draw off utterly, and quite abſtract from 
e Man, in order to better apprehend and know the Grear- 
e neſs and Glory of God. As allo his Spirit doth here tacite- 


dy reprove that Deference and over Eſtimation which hath 


been given unto Man in former Generations, and continues 
at this Day. I ſpeak thr to your ſhame, for ſome have not the 


drawing on, when the Lord ariſeth te ſhake terribly the 
Earth, people will then know better, bat the Lord alone 
may be exalted-in that day. That though Man who hath 
abounded in Riches or Power, hath hererofore = much 
ſer by and accounted of by a parcel of their tellow Cre- 
arures, Bur this was their Ignorance, for the Riches, Power 
or Authority were not Man's but God's even at that very 
time, altho wordly People do nor diſcern as much, And 
alſo there is ſo very little. of intrinſick Good in worldly 
Riches, Honour, and Rule, that even thereupon alſo Man 
js not to be accounted of. Said an Heathen, How can */ey 
he Good things, which do not render their owners and Poſſeſ- 
ſours good? Chriſt will ar length put down all Rule, and all 
Authority, and Power, according to what is written, 1 Cor. 
15.24. Notwithſtanding now a days People do Kill m 
Fight, and War. Jamcs 4. 2. and make ſuch a ſtir and 
contention about it in the World, I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it, and it ſnall be no more, until He come, whoſe 
right it n, and I will giuz it him. Ezek. 21.27, Which He 


ingY is Jelus Chriſt our Lord. And the Lord ſhall be Ning over 


all the Earth: In that Day ſpall there be one Lord, and hs 
Name one. Zech. 14.9. | 
This 1s certain again, Thar the more like ro God and 
ing to Chriſt any one is (this is true Religion to imitate him 
whom thou worſhippeſt, {aid one of the Antients) The 
leſs Regard or Reſpect he hath to the Perſon of Men. And 
4 ſuch have not the faith of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Lord of 
regard Glory with Reſpect of Perſons. James 2 11. Which Title, 
oblei] THE LORD OF GLORY, is moft appoſitely and pro- 
e Lori perly there pur, becauſe ſuch of his faithful People, who 
ke te By faith diſcern the Glory of Chriſt that ſo infinitely 
jay 
where Ir is thus written of Almighty God, He accepteth not the 
zereb Perſons of Princen nor regardeth the Rich more than the Poor, 


for 


Knowledge of God, But now in the latter Days, very near 


much excelleth, will not much value any Glory of Men. 


n 
for they are all the Work of by hands, Job 34. 19, And of 
Jeſus Chrift ; Maſter, we know that thou art true, and Teach- 
eſt the way of God in Truth, neither careſt thou for any Man, 
for thou reg ardeſt not the Perſon of Men. Mat. 22. 16. Let 
this Mind be in you which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who did 
not regard rhe Perſon of Men; That is, he would not 
commit Sin, nor neglect his Fathers Buſines for the ſake 
of them. Every one may, yea they oughc ſo far not co re- 
gard the Perſon of Men, as not to conſent unto Sin or Evil 
our of Reſpect unto, or to pleaſe Men, nor yet to neglect 
Duty, and in all things pertaining tœ God, to do as we u/cd 
to do aforetime. Dan. 6. 10. according as his written Word, 
and the Dictates of our Conſcience; being guided there. 
by, do inſtruct us. Let Men give what Commandments, 
Orders, or Forbiddings they will in Matters pertaining 
to Reli ion, in and amidſt all theſe he I/raet, that is, the 
true People of God know what they have to do. 

To Preach againſt having Reſpect of Perfons, or Mol- 
'1zing Man is not improper and unſealonable, as the World 
ſtands at this Day.- "© 

For in the Souls of ſuch who have the Faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt with Reſpect of Perſons, or who have reſpe& of 
Perſons, there is ſomewhat wanting, vz. I hat God like 
Ming, and Chriſt like Mind, as not to accept Perſons, nor 
regard the Rich more than the Poor, for they are all the 
work ct his hands; for they are are all Creatures of the 
ſame Gd. hos bath mage of one Blood all Nations of Men, 
Acts 17. 26. and formed them of the very ſame Jump of 
clay, neither are ſome made of a finer tor: then others. 
Bur rois is one of the moſt abounding and {preading Sins 
ef this Age and Nation, to reſpect Perſons and idolize 
Man, Which is crept in among the Religious alſo, ro rhe 


ſhame and Scandal of their Holy Profeſſion, and of their 


High and Heavenly Calling in Chriſt Jeſus. Fer almoſt 


all the Talk and Converſation abroad in the World, which 


the Underlings have with their Superiours, the Subſtan- 
tial and Rich People, commonly called Gentlefolks, is ro 
ſay as they ſay, and as they would have it, although it be 
in them to flatter, lye, and fain. It continues to be fulfil- 
led at this Day, They ſpeak. Vanity every one with by Neighe 


boar ( Doth not a'molt all the Talk and Converſation 


abroad 
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abroad in the World amount to much more than Vanity) 
with flattering Lipt, and with a double heart, do they ſpeaks 
Pſ. 1 2. 2. in the Margenr there, for a DOUBLE HE ART, 
it is, an heart and an heart; That is, one heart in one ſort 
of Company, and another in another. But what doth all 
this tend unto? Or what will be che hurt and ill conſe- 
quence of it? It is ſo much Sin in the mean while, and 
will be Puni&menc hereafrer, according to what the Spi- 
tit of Truch ſaith. The Lord ſhall cut off all flattering lipt, 
and the tongue that ſpeaketh proud things. Ver. 3. 

As it was ſaid; the more any one knows of God, and 
the more like any one is unto God, the leſs regard he hat! 
to Man; and this ſtands upon Reaſon, for the Leſs muſt 
give way unto, and be ſwallowed up by the Greater, Ons 
that is afraid of the roaring and devouring of a Lion, is 
not altogether ſo much afraid of the humming of a Sting- 
ing Bee: And to one who is afraid to ftand in the Mouth 
ot and than to hear rhe Reporr of a Cannon loaden with 
Powder aud deadly Bullet, yet he is nor altogether lo 
much afraid of a Popgun. Even fo it is here, Should not 
by Excellency make us afraid? Should nor the infinitely 
exceeding Greatneſs of God over Man make us much 
mor? fear God than Man? And ſo accordingly all they 
do as much fear him proportienably, who know and ap- 
prehend him by Faith. ; | 

Bur lay what thou wilt on this Subject, here is one 
Objection againſt it itill, for it is evidenr, that the Gene- 
rality of People fear Man more than God, becauſe the 
Puniſhment of Man is preſent and ſenſible, but the wrath 
of God is future and inviſible. Indeed the wrath of God 
in this Life is intelligible, and a little ſenſible and percei- 
vable, By thy wrath are we troubled, Pial. 90. 7. but People 
do make a ſhift ro harden and render themſelves inſenſate 
againſt it. Nevertheleſs,coni:der the thing throughly, Fake 
the wrath of God as it will be in the length, ſeverity, 
and duration thereof, and then it is as much more to be 
ſeared then the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of Man, whoſe Fury 
ſoon vaniſherh into nothing, and the utmoſt he can do. is 
0 Kill the Bod (which is only to break the Husk or Shell, 
bur not to touch the Man himſelf) as the vaſt Fabrick of 
the World doth exceed in Dimenſion the Bulk of one 


ſingle 


2 — 


of the Sinners and of the Guilty, will have a more terri- 


Preſence of God in coming near to them to Fudgment, 


— Wenn K 
ſingle Man. When the Soul ſhall depart from the Body, 
then rhe jud: ment written, is to be executed; the vials of 
wrath will be then poured out. To execute upon them the 
judgment written, Pſal. 149. 9. Then it is that the Souls 


ble and laſting apprekenſion of rhe dreadfal Majeſty and 


Mal. 3. 5. and Puniſhment then the 1/raelizes had of the 
appearance of his Angel on Mount Sinai, or as the con- t 
ſternation and fear we are now in amidſt the moſt dre- I - 
adful Thunder and Lightning, in an horrible Tempeſt or MW 7 


Earthquake. For then the Soul will be Magor miſſabib, 20 


Terrour round about, all ſhivering and exceeding ttembling I 4: 
and quaking ; when allo the rormenting Paſſions ſhall It 
be ſtrerched ont ro the utmaſt, and-ſhe will fear as much I © 


as i i poſſible ro ſear. Alcbough many are Unbeliever n 
whilſt they live, none ſhall be Unbelievers after chat the) f in 
die. For then, to their former unbelief in the Days of theit ,, 


fleſh, will ſucceed a certain fearful looking for of Judg : 
ment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the Ad. 
verſaries. There is no ſuch thing as hardening againk 
God, or the Sence of 1 in the other World, 
Therein, The Devils alſo believe and Tremble. Jam. 2. 19, 
They being in the inviſible World, and reſerved in ever- 
laſting Chains under Barkneſs unto the Fudgment of th 
Great Day. Jude 6. Have a more diſtinct and clear ap- 
prehenſion and knowledge of rhe certainty of rhat Ever 
laſting Fire and Puniſhment ſpoken of in Mat. 25. 41 
46. then we have here on this Earth, and in theſe day 
af our Fleck. This makes them Believe and Trimble whey 


| Ren an; 
many Wicked, Ignorant and Ungodly Peop zot ; ſha 
but after that they die, chen they alſo will B 4 Mig 

« Tremble. | FM of k 
What ſhall 1 ſay more? Even this, The more we fearjdo 


God in this Life, the leſs we ſhall ſlaviſhly fear him inde 
chat Life which is to come, with that kind of fear which**! 
gendreth Bondage, which only will be the Portion of.” 
the Sinners, Wicked, and Ungodly. Upon whom be ſha 

rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt 
Thi ſhall be the Portion of their Cup. Pſal. 11. 6. A 
eangor fear God greatly in this Life, as Obadiah *. 


Lan 


Diſpoſition the Lord 


That is; above and more than all things beſides, unleſs we 
know and apprehend him by Faith. This Obeaiah was Go- 
wernour of Ahab Houſe, For it was jo when Jeſabel ent off the 
Prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah took an hundred Prophets, and 
hid them by Fifty in à Cave, and fed them with Bread and Water. 
1 Kings 18. 3, 4. His fearing the Lord greatly made him do 
this Good Deed : Notwirhſtanding thereby he did run the 
hazard of loſing his Great and High Place, yea and his own 
Life alſo. For probabiy Jexabel would have ſerved him in 


the like manner, if ſhe had then known it. And this is the 
Viltery that vvercometh the World, even our Faith, 1 John 5. 4. 


This is the very Reaſon why ſome Elec People (The Lord 
add unto them how few ſoever they be an Hundred fold 


do fear God more than Man, even their Faith ; for ſuch be- 
lieve, that he is the. Great Law giver, able to ſave and te deſtroy, _ 


that as he doth good, ſe he can punifh : That he can, and 
alſo will, where he hath threatned fo, inflict worſe, and 
more terribie, and evil things, than what Man now doth 


in his utmoſt rage and malice. Bur I will ferewarn you, whom 


you ſhall Far; Fear bim which after he hath Killed, hath power 
1 caſt into Hel: Tea, I ſay unto you, Fear him. So J ſay again, 
and teſtify the ſame Over and over, Fear God more, and fear 
Man leſ; ; and then ye will not be of that kind of Hearers, 
who when Affliction or Perſecution ariſeth for rhe Words 


Wake, immediately =_ are offended. Which Temper and 
aving ſhewed unto me by his Spirit, 


that moſt People are of, accordingly he hath directed, and 
put the foregoing Words in my Mouth, to fill and make 
up what is yet lacking and wanting in them, even the in- 
ward qualihcations of Boldneſs, and Truſt in God, the Spi- 
rit of Knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord. Ler there- 
fore the Spirit of the Lord reſt upen us, and let himſelf give 


Ninto us the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding (whereby we 


ſhall be enabled to truſt in him) the Spirit f Counſel and of 


J Might (therein is included Courage and Boldneſs ) the $piriy 


of knowledge and of the Fear of the Lord, Iſa. 11. 2. Repent and 
do the firff Works, that none of thoſe things aforeſpoken of, 


lde found wanting in ye, left your Souls be not fer in order 
before you die, and they go out of theſe Bodies, as to which 


* 


the time approacheth near and is juſt at hand. Bleſſo# is he 
that Readeth, and they that hear the Words of this Prophecy, and 


keep theſe things which are written therein; for the time is at 
band. Rev. 1.3. 


As for my part, rather than go ent all my Days in 2 
| _ courſe 


, 2 * _ * . * . of GT 4 Sans * 
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courſe of Perfunctory outward Worſhip or Wordly Pret. 
periry, I had rather be ranked 3 number of thoſe 
to whom Chriſt ſhalt ſay at the laſe Day. Te are they which 
have continued with me in my Temptations, and 1 appoint unto yon 
a Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me. Luke 22. 28, 
29. And I wonid to God, that your Minds have been war. 
ked into ſuch a good and reſolved frame, by the things that 
have bean here jpoken unto ye out of the Book of the Lord, 
that ye will alſo avouch your ſelves unto Chriſt, who is 
the Word (fo that he who doth it for tlie Words fake, dorh 
it for Chriſt's ſake) Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both intg 
Priſon and to Death, Ver. 33. And then tlrere is aſſured and 
well grounded Hope, if this firm and conſtant mind be in 
ye ; {for Peter who ſaid and boaſted this, his Faith did fil, 
and himſelf did flag and deny, when it came to an upſhot 
and Trial) that ſuch Men and Women, who are willing ty 
continue with Chriſt in his Temptations, ( it is ſaid in the Plural 
Number for the manifold kind of them) will inherit the 
Kingdom which he hath appointed: All People would tain 
be wich Chriſt in his Glory in Heaven, but few do care or 
are Willing to continue with him in his Temptations or Suffet᷑. 
ings here on Earth. But the Method of God cannot be 
Alter'd or Reverſed. 1f ſo be that we ſuffer with him, that we 
may be alſo glorified together. Rom. 8. 17. If we juffer, we ſhall 
alſo reign with him ; if we deny him, he alſo will deny us. 2 Tim. 
2. 12. It is better (if the will of God bz to ſuffer it ſo far) 
to die in a Priſon upon a Bed of Straw and from thence to 
go to HEAVEN, than to be Cloathed in Purple and fine Linnen, 
and to fare ſumptuouſiy every day, Luke 16. 19. or te die on a 
Damask Bed in a Palace, and to go ro HELL. 


